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ſuffer me to attend wok ber ne 
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tience, expecting every moment 
when the ſtranger would make her- 
appearance — ten minutes elapꝰd 
and I was ſtill alone F confeſs? + 
mage ſurpriſed, and was going to 
apply. myle elf to the belly when one 
= rung with ſuch vietenceytharl off 

= -- my Purpoſe: and*ran direct up ſtairs. 
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alight- f Gar! 3 . laid. on 1 8 0 ö 
0 dont aſtrong fainting. fit; Lady; 
 Randal-ſtanding}by. her with a coun- 

| tenance more expreſlive of anger, than. 
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compaſſion, wWhilſt, the old woman, 
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3 5 the room, telling me, ihe, 1 
would be glad if I would ſtep to her, 1 

| chamber, when I bad ſeen. her niere. —— 
Aaken proper care 7, | 8 
ett tes 351 ee eee, 

"af ane at, the, mention of ber „ 
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T hd dhe 1 one; howeyer, 6 did. - 11 8 
not ſtay to aſk any queſtions — in- 
deed I had not room for one curious 
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of-imy. ſoul! — and 1 flew. to the per - A 
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The fiſt thing 1 aid was 
. dro ops and water down he 
Ei | on which the” began | 
1 E nes pat, Abe 4 
. of which might fetard her redoy ry 
though it was e extremely  elegai 
| and decorated wi tha large blue > | 
ther, yet it was an ornament from 
| Which ſhe was very far from receiv- 
E ing advantage z on the contrary, it 
 _ concealed" more 'charms*than'F had . 
ever before ſeen aſſembled in one 
perſon: — her hair was almoſt as fine 
"== as ſun beams, and a perfect auborn 
eſcaping from under a # ſmall lacd 
3 hcod fell upon her delicate ſnoulders, 
; 5 ey 0 bh _= in the-mbſt'beaurifal 7 1 Hear 
5 tte ſoftneſs of her ſxin, and regular 
* pk her features, made me think her 
= re the moſt lovely creature that/excel- 
= Kher, nature ever ſent us of her works; 
a Brunſwick habit, which was alſo 
blue, 1 oper'd at * hands and bo- 
ſom to give her air, and the more 
I aw, the FOO opinion was n- 
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I ich Tady Anne, I could con- 
vey to you an idea of: this young 
beauty J yet lovely as ſhe is, I can 
already diſcern Lady Randal i 10 by no 
ments partial to "her, — — Good God jd 
bo w undecontable. e 
Having PEW: up a fringed e cur. 
tains ' e CA vere. Ps. 
eyes that eloquentiy ſpoke ull 0 
We tnefs, os os be) eee the” e 
turnid tlie i ating Orators to. 
rds me; and, by Ra, ſent ſuch 8 
tender acknowled ents, . that I 
could ſcarce reſtrain” an impulſe to — 
embrate her with the freedom, of a oo 
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ere is forrlcthiiig itreſt ſible. 5 - 
— 8 — but Tach Nan , 
like her leſs thin” ever — Ms. 0 

boy certainly -given her. charming 2 | 
wo a very unkind reception; — - 

| or why, was ſhe reducd to the de- 

5 plorable fityatis in which 1 found 

her? — or why ſtarts the keats to her 

fair 8 whenever ſhe encounters. 
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Hats of hes W aunt; bot merey, 
Heaven! I. have hardly patience to. - 
_ think, of ſuch inſenſibility] yet, = 
told me, when I went 8 d ber, 
that the diſorder of Miſs. Di 1 
; proceeded only from. the. fatigue. of of 
her journey, and added, that the 
_. Treaſon why ſhe. had not Ren 
her having ſuch a relation was owin 
"to an ants ſhe had taken againſt 
the young lady's parents, who had 
behaved fo very i hi that ſhe had te- 
" ſoly'd_ to diſown., them, and "their, 
connections; but now, continued 
her Ladyſhip, as the girl's father and 
mother are dead, and as ſha: 
herſelf on my protectioꝶ 1 Mall, 11 . 
find ſhe deſerves well, endeavour to 
forget what has paſs' d. and take er 
to my favour. — After ſaying ih 
ſhe went with me to the 5 Hit 
Sophia, and, embracing her, * 
the ſame affurance, 
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Wy juſt nf; my deat Lady | 

Anne has ſent her ſweet boy to 
England —t have heard ſo much of 
the pretty charmer, that I long to 
ſee him—l long to have him throw 
his little arms about my neck— 
Whilſt I give him a thouſand kiſ- 


ſes, believe me, his excellent mo- 


ther will not be abſent from my 
thoughts —At that moment I mall 80 
particularly have you before me 
and tenderly embrace you in idea; 


Dneither ſhall T forget him Who 


| ſhares with you in the bleſſing: ! 
ſhall think of Mr. D——, though 
I have not the honour of being * 
beg non to him - 


Lad Randal has again ar 
all my opening views of enjoyment. 
— Have no ſooner met the agree- 
able Sophia, than I am to loſe her. 
am warn'd of this blow juſt 
as 1 Ave: contracted for her the 
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: ve the ſituation of the! £ 


cy 40 I 1 


from her?” 9 
5 y 8 dy ndal go 
ber ?—or, at leaſt, hy not 
r me to attend her ?—Her I. 
ſhi p 1 * i 
would not, for the univerſe, / leep a 
ight- from the farm—and 'my com- 


- cannot be diſpens cd 
C2 Aw 0 


— 
rr 
1 
* 
* 
7 


1 / 
- - . 
* 
_ *>. 
4 A * 
2 
_ -- 
+ 4 * 4 
* 
4 
o N > 
N 3 


vi ſay, So ia will ſet ep? in 4 . ache 
for e rhevie. other 


4 


= 8 ever ſo pure, ever ſo invit - 
a that will be efficacious to your: 
RE malady: — return to France the 
heal you ſeek is more likely 1 to be 
found there: , a thouſand ſighs 18 
| a me you are; there. attac 
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om. of DO {hath which, 1 
oF b FIC, Uog it with brow; 
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acquaintance forbids me to (lie | 
any degree of confidence.---Was I 
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MI particularly careful never to leave us 
ſeogetber: aſſurediy ſhe has ſuſpi- 

7 . cions, but 1 cannot t deviſe of what 
nature. 
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Oh Lady Anne! what a * 
1 fore I before me 1 A little ſum- 
* mer houſe, at the cloſe of a walk, 


ftonts my window; — there -—- there _ 
its, at this inſtant Lady Randal, 


and Sophia kneeling at her feet.--- 
"I Why does ſhe not ſnatch the ſweet. ' 
TL ſuppliant to her arms Oh unim- 


. paſfion'd woman! — No, my dear 


friend, ſhe riſes—ſhe goes from her 
"ſhe leaves her, without ſo much 
as caſting one, even one reluctant 


ook of compaſſion. 5 
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amiable girl: —ſhe. certainly is a- 
miable — her very countenance, in 
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ſhe is. 3 om 

aunt= difapproves bim - Why "Ui . * 
approve him? I am miſtaken'in 
Sophia if - ſhe would ſettle her affec- 
tions unworthily: — no, 1 think 1 
. anſwer for it ſhe 18 5 not. | 
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ö ho i is ; ill. fitting in ahi FIRING 
| hou: with an handkerchief at her 
eyes —I wiſh. it was in my power „ 
to ſtop the ſoft torrent that 1 am | 
hearing iſſues from _ 15 e =_ 


| Heavens 1- what 40 L ie ba ady 4 
Randal is not quite ſo cruel: 1 
thought her he is come back - 
5 is this moment aſcending the by 
1 I believe my eyes Pos 5 1 

may truſt them, ' I ſhall no, a f 3 
| Nick: better of her Ladyſhip than 1 
have ever yet done: ſhe has a. 
tually embtacd Sophia ---tenderly \ ' Þ 
embrac'd her, and they are talking 
with 8 affeQion as l by, 
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exp nene d this more than ive 
. 1ndul her favourite in- 
3 clinations—a Title tenderneſs from 
| her 4 
iddy vivaci (as er Ladyſhip 1 
8 d to 7 which I would 
away her de) 
1 „I make no doubt, ſoon work 
5 ne alteration, without ei- 
BY ther change of place or climate; for 


vou know, my dear Lady, if ſhe is 
 vhgagd to any gentleman abroad, 
WE. rh pd iy 8 himſelf hi- 


: 1 am fond of. graſping every plea- 
Z fog h ez and though poſſibly this 
l have now taken hold of may only 
ms a Lad * A 2 on * 


| friend, — The frequency of ET: l 


E 5 ders will. tell you, your 


£ | | 
L 
* 

* | 
9 


— 


he is abſolutely gone Wr : 
EP, ſaw her aunt's A. mat in thi 
_ ſummer-houſe, I drew from 


cluſion too ſanguine. — She 
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| us yeſterday, and we accompanied 
her half the journey : — ay we, 
for Lad dy Randal would n fuer 
met E F a 42 + 8 
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glaring a magnitude that, turn which 
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„ e are a thouſar nd 1 
1 ene nature is addicted, 
3 and which re uire mutual indul- 
gence from eac other, none of the 

very beſt being 1 


there is a kind of vice in Lady - 
Randal's conſtitution; for. oben EM 
hae no -mercy,.. becauſe it is the 


very oppoſite to mercy. itſelf.— If 
8 2 her check was 5 with the 
tear of compathan—if, ever, her bo- 
pl heavy d a_ beh of ſoft commiſe 
_ ration—if.. ever ſhe felt bon 
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through them, without a tear, a 
8 or even one painful ſenſation. 
my charming Miſs Dighton ! 
how will your intereſt come off in 
this ungentle boſom Perhaps, for 
your fake, heaven may fill it with 
new ſentiments: — if not, may it 
take you under its own- protection, 
and by other means direct vou % 


1 * N 
happineſs. - 3 1152 1331-40 
* ” 4 * 3 3 12 
* 0 
* : 
5 5 e LN, 5 I, „ * 
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again: ſhut up wah” my p rim gover- 


nante, and rer the c company 5 


into the vapour, unleſs I ſtir abinie? 
and rouze myſelf from this lethangic 


ſeizure, — Suppole 1 pretend 
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to Aub narf buſineſs 4 with — 
m milliner, I ran to the glaſs, ad- - 
juſted 23 threw a white cloak _ 
careleſs]; & my ſhoulders tied . 
on a pretty np hat juſt b 
from London, and hi ng "into. - 
the chariot; felt, as I drove towards 
the town, a certain dancing like 1 
emotion at my heart, Which „„ 
could not then account for; but 
now 1 | are cer nay meant d in- e 
me, the enemy I ee 
in purſuit 
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tellgence, 
with which it was . they were 
8 rthen'd; but before any of t 
cduld give it utterance, the door 
and a gentleman made hi 
arance, Who, by the vermilion 
5 Wen WN yes of my. 
little circle nich began to di- 
pete) 1 in a moment perceiv 
would have been ſubject of their 
—. ¾ UT. rn Onbonts 
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e ing him accoſt each 
n with ſome mark of 


and own the fineneſs ? 
his perfon, the elegance of his 
air,-join'd with an eaſy and 
Ade, made me think 
above any thing had beheld ſince 
t when one 
of the circle iſperd me, this is 

be man to whom you once gave 

e name of e Hr 
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TO conceal my te tion 1 turt d . 
1 * him, and Nawe over the ; 

counter, talk'd of ſame triflog E | = 1 
cChaſe; but in truth, my whole 9 
thoughts were emplon d againſt the 3 
enemy of our ſes - whoſe external © 
advantages are weapons Which I - 
fear few. of them can withſtand; - 
never have I feen a more complet ; 
—a more pleaſing figure ;—heighth, 
—ſhape— hair - complexion teeth Sp. 
TDeyes - ſmile — all unite to make 
the creature more dangerous, io a 
county like this, than a hungry; - 
wolf in a ſhepherd's. paſture, or an 
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artful fox. amongſt a parcel. of fill 
chickens —I was. not half ſo 0 
ao before, bt ay him. — . 


2 -trebly, Sera. 1 
| har an atchieve- 5 5 4 
mito. hag ta" thin. way ei 4 
rover, who, perhaps, bas in his 7 
time mortified a little army of fe- gy 5 3 | 
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in every heart preſent Thus inat-⸗ 
| rentive”ch&s< obeying; ſtood I, 
wu hen in a half whiſper he ie ad oe 

of the ladies ſome queſtion in which 

T was not 'thconcern'd, but her re- 
: ply was fo low I could: not diſtin- 
gun it, eſpet ally as at that inſtatir 
= he was aimed y 4 multi city of 
„ his re- 
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voices, about his journey, 
turn, and 1 know not whar, to 
| which he anſwerd with great volu- 
1X Bowe. and an air of eafy freedom 
F. | not at all bold or diſguſting DO. 
WE: fe ve parted: he gave me a pe- 
0 8 omen of his [peculiar genius: for tha 

-E kind of” gallantry which makes m 
tie Seer of my averſion, —Would* 
you believe 1 it, Lady Ange, as Faſt 
my eyes fly towards him, I fa 
© me! inſmuating'defigner;"with'a loo 
of tender ſincerity, When he tho 
In - himſelf unobſery di 1 reſs” he 
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of a very e N x; . who! ſtood 
next me, lips, then to 
his deceiving | N and not a 
mament after, true as I live, with 
the ſame tender air I heard him fay * 
to another, My deareſt Harriot! u 
week's ſeparation from all I love 
bas been a _ trial! I think 1 
en not again ſupport it Some 
of the ſame bande I date 
=> he whiſper'd to one of 
them; for when I turn d round, 
not a cheek but was ſtreak d wih 
erimſon — not an eye but ſpoke 
tranſport. —Alas, poor girls! I Will 
ſtrip the impoſtor of his diſguiſe ; 
but if he has already ſunk fo deep 
into your. affections, I bring up my 
corpſe de reſerve too late, and my 
aid will be ineffectual. However, 
thought I. "calling upon a look (r 


though I do not often frown, I ! 


wanted then. a ſmile e 
ing) however we will try what 
is to be e done, and barons ch to one 
of the infatuated circle, I aſd E 
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ſembly : This, little queſtion idrew | 
on me a glance from the perſon 
whoſe notice I wiſh d to attract, and, 


perhaps, not holding me totally, un- 


worthy of a place in his liſt. of bro- 
ken hearts, he faid (bowing reſpe&t- 

fully) Forgive; madam, my preſump- 

tion] but may I not flatter myſelf 


that 1 had the honour of. ſeeing 
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s, ſir, but do not recol- 


rupting you! I have not the vanity 
to ſuppoſe myſelf remembered—1t 
was my ill fortune to ſee you but 
for a moment. I was juſt going off 
for Dover you was fitting at a card - 


leave of Lord and Lady W— 


—[ regretted the neceſſity of my 


7 departure (ſighing) but eſteem my- 
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| elf! eh favour d by Fortune, 
YL in 3 Lan en in this 
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Mighty 8 na well Gs | 
I — he carves finely for himſelf: 
hy beine is half done OO 


: After this deny ien we is 
had ſome other converſation, and 
when, I went to the chariot he 

politely offer d me his hand, ——T 

no doubt I as politely accepted ; and 
here I am juſt return'd, more 1 _. 

ed, perhaps, than if 1 had realb 1 
made 2 undoubted conqueſt, whic 

is no unflattering n a wo- 

man ſo moderately fitted out by Na- 
ture for that kind of work. | 
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fy . Poſitively I 0 and will on 3 1 
2 the. aſſembly next Monda LEY „ 
Lady \Randal refuſe me, I ſhall find 

a ſcheme at her ſervice.—Sir Wil 

ek Lovedale, you may expect to 
meet "wn may n on my 
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gliding over, © you; | 
oully dragging through 7 perhaf 
8 yen. brag I: am 

for « evnſtanr deſerving lover, 


pliments 
ſhe intends to favor the A 
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dancing on the edge of 10 
the man ſo i 9 uating · you not 


3 Wt x ſay, my 
„to convince you there is no 
:?>think: better of me, I be 


ive pain, 
no impreſſion on me. 
it would not — the mo- 
ment I entertain à ſerious thought 
of Sir, William, ſuppoſing he ſho ld. 
|. try to inſpire me, as he does almoſt. 

1 woman, with ſentiments in 

N og th our, that monient throw. me: 


CW caſe, I hogls hate myſelf-I ſhould- 
friend 1; have | 


| ſuch a mind delighting t 
would | 6 
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ener is Jak Cs Gong! Miſs. 
- Dighton; Lady Randal read it in 
ber el ſer—l enqui 
of her niece, as bal 

; © out, and was told it 


* 4 


Fr I * 47 1 
ende 80 ught was 3 up in 
the breaſt of Lady Randal, ſne men- 
tions the ind en of der charm- 
ing niece without the leaſt emotion 


of en- Hes misfonune u lafli-; 


in her poſſeſſion. whoſe ſevere touch 
would reach ſuch inſenſibility of - 
ſoul, and awaken its benumb'd fa- 
culties ? will my queſtion admit of 
any but a negative anſwer I think 
not; otherwiſe, Lady Randal, I can 
foreſee- one in ſtore for you, that 
will wind itſelf cloſely round your 
heart, and fill it with ſenſations to 
which you are yet a ſtranger.— 80 
lovely — fo young ſo innocent a 


creature ſend her away leave her 


a prey to ſickneſs to a melancholy, 
ſtill more pernicious—if ſhe ſnould 
die, my . WAA N * 1 
E 85 | 
When, . my eyes ſwimming. | 
in tears, on hearing Sophia was 
worſe, I -befought her Ladyſhip to 
fend 855 her here, or elſe permit me 
8 . and be. her companion ; what 


think 
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F may take her ae 
1 mi content e 
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2 . inſtead of anſwering the de- 


LI . | den I intended, which was to e- 
deertain and divert you, will dwindle 
= into ſober, gloomy; ſentimental re- ; 
_ = tions, which, perhaps, have not 

ſſo much as the merit being 
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1 favours, you, my des 
Lady Anne, it has oppottunely ſent 
ſeveral of our neighbouring dam- 
ſels to relievs;; your Ladyſbyp from 

hn Ny kB 89, downs n hog, 
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! bow very award 


A m_ 


uſual ſtile, but dulneſs (has: "taken. 3 
ſuch faſt hold of me, that it ie 4 
er pE;doubt whether I ſhall ever 
bs able to; diſentangle wyſelk lem. 
hisembraces. Lisim gaithocad 
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ing dame, [. 2 mag, | 
unbound - my Peta ye ſpirits — 


mount — mount mount —— they 


carry me to ſuch a height, that my 
head is abſolutely half giddy. Let 
me conſider a moment am 1 really - 
an angel? why to be ſure there is 
ſomething mighty etherial in my 
form — beſides can any perſon doubt 
_ Sir William's ſkill -in celeſtials -— "a 

who has a thouſand goddeſſes created 
by his own power? — no, no, I am 
_ certainly res, and the Blk. 


5 mor 


fie, Lady 
"Anne! did 1 ay ole,” is at my. ſer⸗ 
vice ? well, wall, you are a dear ſa- 


e creature, but I can forgive 


if mood 


#42 


'« PF "YL how "ts you like | 
Six William Lovedale now ?--- now 1s 
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" be” the ; moinſket you. apprehended. 
him? -now is it neceſlary to drive 
him from our neigbbourhood ?—he's 
dying for you—yes indeed is ho- we 
are nothing with him now —he calls. - 
you angel — he ſwears you are the 
moſt agreeable, amiable, in ſhort, 1 
know not what —he talks of nothing 
elſe; and, my dear creature! we are 


come in a body to tell ou a Jon: 
lous you have made us.“ | 


1 


1 855 ten,” fit down,” Ladies « hes 
myſelf ſurrounded. with no. leſs 
= five, all of them ſaluting me 3 
the manner above) ſit down, WS 
and, if you are come to demand 5 2 
tisfaction, I; will endeavour to give it 
in che n manner a a to your 


e | FLOG? 


Wel: firſt give ns 3 che | 
of our wann, faid 0 laughing. 


- Take ir then, for by the Py, we vt; 


you! once gave me, it is too hollow | 
bp. ice unleſs converted into a 
EN | Finelling 


* Oe, 


* 


3 
* 0 — 
* Ee : - ; k 
5 
0 ; - 
7 3 93 8 det 
* 8 4 7 My 2 2 e 
4 4 0 o E 
Z & 8] — 
— A 1 E 4 * 
- - voz x 
* i 2 * 
A = 1 3 52 
1 8 1 . 


— and ftood out to de- 
corate one's'toilet ; but, now I recol- 
lect it will not do for that neither, its 
ſicles are pierced too full of holes to 
mike it capable of retaining ſans 

areille; it may ſerve indeed, with- 
out and alteration, for a pocket etwee, 
to hold one's bodkin, compaſs, reeds, 
and other little matters but are you 
e, ladies; that Sir William has we 


5 ſented me with this. ry toy ? 0 | 


es, chat e a are, or n cams 
it c 855 = 


No. pg my lan If ever 1 ſteal, 
e be a thing of greater value 
than u wi ifling heart offered to every 
female le 18 pleaſed to! think: it 
worth her notice. —I look d round 
as I ſaid thisy and behold every face 
aid, in words of crimſon, It has 
been offer d to me. I ſhould have 
added a word or two more on this 
 becalion, When Lady Randal, with a 
"FG 5 e 1 775 head erect, 
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majeſtically guided into the en e 
pat en entire my tot out Ae wat 
Thank God, 1 ſhall not be 1 | 
üg immurd: with this piece of 
antiquated auſterity; our family goes 
to town in three weeks I am never 
left out of thoſe delightful excurſions, 
and, by what I can gather, Miſs 
Dighton will ſupply my abſence at 
the farm: — Why is it I can never 
think of her without a kind of ter- 

ror ?—Ah! it ariſes from compaſſion, 

which her uncertain fate excites. 


My beloved friend, when will you 


come to England 1 dreamt of you 


laſt night.—I dreamt I was tranſport- 


ed te—, and ſaw you ſitting before 
that very window, where your Lady- 
ſhip has often told me you ſpend 
whole hours, liſtening to that amaze 
ing torrent of waters, whoſe aſtoniſnu- 
ing voice ſalutes you from the diſtant 


rocks; —methought you look d pleas d, — 5 i 
| ſerene and happy. —T hope this will 1 


2 0 the very ſitustion in which T ſhall N 
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means of an art which I. 
S ever eſteem ſince I have been cut "of © 
your valuable converſation. 


Adieu! I will not tire you with pro- 
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1 7 N HE on of 1 whe Fair hs 
yes, he has had that honour 
my fair hand! heavens! how often 


dic he preſs it to his lips 1 how of- 


ten ſigh, over it? — he hears me talk 
of leaving this neighbourhood he 
rejoices that-I am going to town 


his buſineſs in the country is almoſt 


finiſyd — he ſhall have the ſupreme 
happineſs of meeting me there — he 
hopes his viſits will not be diſpleaſing 

to me — diſagreeable to my fan. 


Indeed, Lady Anne, *till this inter- 
view with Sir William, I was inſen- 
 fible to the pride of my heart — yet 
it is a diſcreet pride — a pride of 
which I am not aſham'd—T was mor⸗ 
tify'd I own—1 confeſs I was morti- 
fy'd. to be treated on the ſame foot- 
ing with thoſe credulous girls, whoſe 
| inexperience, or ſhallow underſtand- 
ing made him ſelect out, as proper 
objects for his unmeaning gallantry. 
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litele on This boch 11 hold Sir 
William u Ry -unworthy my atten- 
bow. mild 
pleas d With 


partner your 
Rave CT me ei- 


ſtſtther an adept in the art of diſſimu- 
lation, or elſe in reality very much 
attach d to his figure — I am calld 
aa y—Lady Randal ſends for me 


n 


1 I think 
ing in 


need not explain my mean - 
regard to Sir William Love 


TT HE 1 man \ bioſelf, Lady: Awe, | 


as I live! —I ford; 1 with 


Lady Randal. — He has deſired her 


Ladyſhip's permiſſion: to viſit me = 


Was ever audacity like this? She's : 


charmed with him: I never remem- 
ber to have ſeen her in ſuch high 
good humour. — My project goes on 


ſwimmingly: — 1 ſhall ſoon call him 
to a round reckoning. — Lord help . 
us! how cautiouſly need we ſimpfe 
women liſten to ſuch men as Sir Wil- 
lam'—He wears a cloſe-woven maſk. - 
Before experience taught me bet- 
ter, I ſhould have judg'd only from 
appearances: — appearances would 


have ſpoke him generous, hun 


fincere, tender ;—appearances would _ 
have told me, that he was over head 
and ears in love with my ſweet per- 
ſon.—I give appearances to the wind. 
and will liſten only to the dictates „ 9 
revenge, perfectly muy and not un Mi 


7 entertaining. 


Ds Prove 


9 83 


e 
, PORE”, 
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rovoking l. — Again I am inter- 
rupted. — I leave you, my friend. — 
Lady Randal is taken ſuddenly ill: 
e has ſent for me -I mult go to 
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LETTER XIV... 
1 Am terrified to death: I really 
1 believe Lady Randal will not live 
three hours: — I have ſent for her 
niece: her Ladyſhip· knows not that 
I have: — ſhe has not been out of a 
ſtrong delirium fince yeſterday that 
ſhe was firſt ſeiz d: three of the 
moſt eminent phyſicians attend her 
econſtantly.— What can I-do more? — 
Perhaps I have done- too much: 
perhaps, if ſne recovers: her ſenſes, 
ſhe will be diſpleas d at my ſending 
for Sophia. — But, alas, poor woman ! 
I fear ſhe will never more chide me 
on this or- any other occaſion. I re _ 
ally am infinitely diſtreſs'd.: I long 
for the arrival of her niece: - lam 
 frighten'd to be all alone in the midſt _ 
of ſcenes fo horrible. | 


Good God! Lady Anne, what will 
\ become of me?—Her groans, even 
| at the diſtance of two apartments,  _K 
„ pierce my ears; —they are really ter- ... 
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| rible—How I wiſh to. ſee Miſ Dight- | 

on: ſtart at my own ſhadow, — I 
hear Lady I 2 1277 7 her 
ee 


Bir William bci is a come _ 
im I fappoſe he knows nothing of 
our: ſituation. I refuſe going down 
to him := this 1s no time to trifle. — 

JI never thought I could feel what 1 

now feel for Lady Randal.— There is 

ſomething in diſtreſs which melts a 

fuſceptible breaſt to pity, be the ob 

BF ng ever ſo unamiable. —I can write 

no more.—1 expect Sophia every mo- 

ment: I am going to plant myſelf 

at a window, from whence I can ſee 

her E _ comes to the houſe — 
Adieu: FF 


"LETTER XV. 


AVERY thing here veal dif. 

4 ferent face from what, at the 
concluſion of my laſt, I had reaſon _ 
to expect. 8 Randal has reco- 
ver d her fenſes: — ſhe is much bet- 
ter: we have now hopes her diſor- 
der will not be fatal. —Miſs Dighton 

is in the houſe, but I have not yet. 
broke it to her Ladyſhip, nor ſhall I 
at any time: enter on this taſk but” 
with fear and trembling, yet, is there 


- any thing ſo difficult which I would 


not undertake to ſerve the lovely: 
heart-breaking Sophia? — Well may 


I ſay her heart is breaking —I cannot 5 = 


tell you her diſtraction, when in- 
 form'd of Lady Randal's danger :— 
I cannot paint to you that tender 
anxious concern, which, at preſent, 
appears for her recovery. — It is with 
the utmoſt difficulty I keep the dear 
girl from flying to her aunt's apart- 
ment; — ſhe is ever at the door, and 


; often on her knees before it, implo- 


ring 15 


A | L 62 J. 


5 


ring heaven with ſtreaming eyes, up- 
lifted hands, and e os ti 


F of 


1 


Now, my amiable friend, 


gentle boſom is always ready to 
_ Impathine: in afflictions not your 
own, having told you the preſent 
ſituation of our affairs, I go in pur- 
ſuit of Sophia, to try if, for one 
moment, I can either ſoothe or divert 
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LETTER xvi. 


| 1 Thought I ſhould never more 
1 have taken up a pen; — witneſs 
| heavens, I thought it! I thought 
ſurprize — horror — and - indignation 
would have cut the thread of my ex- 
iſtence— Oh, Lady Anne! my boſom 
will burſt if 1 do hot lighten it of a 
moſt dreadful ſecret=the not unna- 
tural — the moſt cruel tranſation :— 
yet I cannot—muſt not tell you; — 
a not — cannot: oh, no! I pro- 
is'd=l ſaid I would not; yet to you 
5 my deareſt friend, in whoſe ſe- 
crecy I dare confide, ſhall I have any 
reſerve with you? — How I ftill trem- 
ble! — how I till ſnudder!— I find I 
muſt give it up —I find I muſt: 
take it then---take it whilſt I have yet. 
- ſpirits to recount the aſtoniſhing tale. 


Let me conſider a moment [ns : 
> What am I doing ? — Whoſe ſecret 
am u Ting to e — ls it my 
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own? — No; if it was my own E 
would nat hefitate. — Something for- 
. bids my proceeding — ſome irrefiſt- 
able power ſtops my pen; it whiſ- 
pers me that] ſhall not even to you. 
to you, my friend, expoſe the, ch 
racter never. yet contaminated, even 
by ſuſpicion. Forgive this ſeeming 
fickleneſs A time may come, when 
my preſent reaſon for ſilence will be 
remov'd - the moment if is, yo Bt | 
not accuſe. me of, en 1 Inte 


— el * hk e be 
5 55 my heart, my hand, will not 

permit me to engage in any other. 
How is my whole frame agitated | — 
[Ih _—_— ſhall I recover my aſtoniſn- 
2 e. _ what _ 1 
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? © > £8 4 
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At; FEI 12 am all this white: excit- 
ing your curioſity; — but have pati- 
. "ence, madam, and F believe I may 
aſſure your Ladyſhip-it will not re- 
o main m enen — ungratified, — 
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Lady Randal is 


ſcenꝭ obuld I 


her life ;—to wiſh i 
ty. laid 
ſtill J am running 
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it would be cruel- 
no more . 


no , 
dieu! * 
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ter a. ſilence of ten days, 1 
take up my pen. The fate of Lady 
Randal is determin' d: her cold re- 
mains were yesterday depoſited: in 
their laſt habitation; — the poor 80 
ain is inconſolable. 


I am far from Pierting my pro- 
miſe to your Ladyſhip, yet, at this 
time, I really cannot perform it 
humanity — tender compaſſion will” 
- ſcarce ſuffer me even for a moment 
to leave Miſs Dighton—I ſhould ne- 
ver pardon rayelf if I neglefted any 
thing in my power, to alleviate her 


_, affliction ;—but, alas! the deep root 


it has taken in her breaſt, together 
with her weak habit of body, ſeem 


do threaten a fatal conſequence, on 
Vvhich I cannot reflect without a very 

_ pungent concern. Fain would I con- 
N duct * to my father's houſe, but 


eaanot 


* 
5 
BOY *. * 
> os 
} 
* 


: 9s 
= > 


2 by 
a * 


8 : 
£2. E 
r 


.* 


1 7 3 . 


cannot prevail on her to leave this 


place — perhaps in a few weeks I ſhall 


be more ſucceſsful — till then I am 
reſolv'd to be her companion at the 


farm. My family muſt excuſe my 


attending them to town :I wrote 
to them already, to deſire they will 
go without me they have conſented, 


and next ee are to Wee 


27 their) n 


Ahl my dear PET 8 ta n 
all the hurrying tranſports of diſ- 

ſipation to a mind not wholly: ab- 
ſorb'd in pleaſures give half that 
real delight, half that innate calm 
ſatisfaction ariſing | from the _ | 


offices of friendſhip * 


| \Why are the beſt of parents? * 4 
are my kind ſiſters ſo anxious on . 
account? their fears are groundleis 

my health was never better —- my 
ſpirits are only drowſy with ſorrowͤ—- 
at the ſound of any plealing event 
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melt an heart of adamant. 


too b ee u, your Ladyſhip- 
would be the firſt to blame me, if 
I ſhonld unkindly neglect the ſweet 
mourner. Forgwe me then if 1 
leave you to attend her: you khow 
e e can have no idea how 
much ſhe ſtands in need of conſola- 
tion —ſuch a train of troubles; - of 
diſappointments have purſued her from 
her firſt entrance on the ſtage of _ 
as to hear them recounted would 
What 
_ then, Lady Anne, will yours feel?” 
| how will it fink within you when I 
ſend a detail of them, which I am 
Wn ſoon going to Prepare for your- 
mſi ion. A: 0} e238. D151 ! 218 
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LETTER XVII. 


\ ' NOTHER Weck of Mt 
E Miſs Dighton has been 
much worſe — ſo very ill that I have 
not left her bedſide for a moment: - 
thank God ſhe is now better, or 1 
ſhould have ſuffer'd greatly from my 
apprehenſion: — ſhe has fat up part 
of the day, eat a little chicken broth, 
and” e FF think,” lurpriein gly reviv'd. 
Doctor — © who attended 
Lady, Randal, mailt Vils my charming 
Patient, and ho ope every thing from 
his Kill. — Thobg h J can be of no 
e t the” Allerder of her body, 
yet Fealt her my patient, for ſne has 
2 4 Beere rab preying on the ming 
to remove which! my | e ſhalt 
not be wanting. 9 8 


inis Lady Randers illneſs; and | 
fi ce der gel, a day has not paſt 
Without bringing a card of inquiries 
E - ; St William. — He 2 hi 
3 5 is ö 
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| hopes of ſeeing me — his fears leſt 


is at no great diſtance. 


CNV; 1 
his 8 for my health — his 


» 


confinement ſhould- hurt my 46 


e his wiſhes for the e 
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- Don't t you a my Tay: I am 


| mighrily indebted to this Adonis for 


ſo Feine a preference? — Nay, I 


aſſure you he takes no pains to con- 


ceal it; — the whole neighbourhood 
are laying their wiſe heads together, 
it ſeems, to diſcover if he is really in 


love with me: — really! for indeed, 
my dear, I believe moſt of them, 


poor ſouls, have had reaſon to doubt 


the reality of his other attachments. 
Recover my lovely Sophia! — Let 
me ſee you once able to leave yout 


chamber, and Sir Winger . ard 


Ok, Lady Anne! I hate the FR 
teſtable character of a Small-talker 
El hate it now with unconquerable 
averſion.— It was ever my inten- 
tions to make one * them do pe- 
N nance 
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ld 71 J 


nance for that dectructive Bert of 

animals; but ſinee my acquaintanee 
with Miſs: Digtn, one will hard- 
Iy fatisfy my vengeance I would 
Hees a thouſand to my reſent- 
ment. — Alas, ſweet girl! I fear ſhe 
has been cheated out of her peace 
— her health — her happineſs per- 
haps her life, by one of theſe wretches 
— I will tell your Ladyſhip on what 
grounds I form my ſuſpicion, but 
ſhall firſt begin another letter. My 
.reaſons for them are ſo interwove _ 
with the diſcovery of a certain black 
tranſaction, that I cannot give you 
one without N cony. the other. | 


If So phie-s Jover is conſtant, of 
which. «ork may be a poffibility, | 
m his fake (whom appearances are 

at preſent ſo much againſt) I will 
abs ſomething of my vengeance: 
— think I will even let Sir William 


eſcape with half his intended. puniſh- 8 
„ TON” 8 
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ſent: far Sophia, and being afraid to 
iſcover what what I Ihad done,:;conceaPd 
the tknowledge-of:it;fromtheriLady- 
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D 1 cot; _ 


nt the fficuliyt Abl 
doi keep/iHer:! from cher! aunt's/apart- 
menti==:btold:you too, guſt as I\laid 

wn:my.:ptn,-thatcd would go in 
ſearch hr ed eulen ee 
eri Dez tl 20 % 0 5 18085 
1 will. 7690" Þbygiog: 1 n 
we dig l found Sophia | 
agitated, or at leaſt under the in 
 Hnence of leſs pa conflicts 
3 ste 10 it us e 
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me lead her from tl eee to 
jahn gardens! in hopes! zit, Ert. 
andi converſation on: former ue 
more umintereſting than her aunt's 
illness, would preſerve her caltii ſe- 
renity of mind which with pleaſure 
T ſaw,” or faneied I faw, beaming. 
From! her fait eyes: — The dean'd on 
| atm = ſhe ſuffurd me, as ue 
walk d. do try at amtiſing herne 
even look'd ds if ſhe: iſtic to be 
amus d but a ſigh! half ſuppreſs'd 
a ſtarting teat ſpoke thei inefficacy 
of 'myendeavours.'— Iqvas not dif:. 
couraged I contimued pratiling I 
gather d flowers — I preſented them 
to her — I pointed out their ſeveral. 


beauties. and beg id ther to obſefve 


do fusetiy the hahdlof Webac 


hs rn their variegated celan 8 


$$ isis 291 o 
She Locle d ti bent, bealſhel ſands 
With an air of dejection, Nature:is: 


| TY ; 5 8 tender \a kind mother — ſhe bas 


eg offepring N = 
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which ſhe: gives birth is the objec 
of her attention.” ec 790-24 e 


= mu oleaxd; to hear FU: N 1 
this ſenſible remark I thought it ne 
bad ſigu that her mind was enough 
PG e to admit Saeed. xatvft - 


e e a "Give, PRIN he 


expreſsd-a ſtrong : impatience to go 
in and enquire for her aunt; but. 
fearing I ſnould not be able to drag 

her again from the houſe, I prevailed 
on her to fit down on a ſeat in the 


garden, and went myſelf, in order to 


55 give ber the os ſhe. Or 


6:46 len © iD 


-- Nowkbſtandiog: the litde time: we: | 


had been abſent, I found the face of 


affairs greatly changed wůnhin doors] 
Lady Randal's diſorder being return d 


with ſuch violence that the phyſicians 


all pronounced they had no expect 
tions of her hving over that day. a. 


* * 
— LEE i Mien ** "i 5 — Sk e 5 5 A : J We 1 4 N Fe #5 de As F * 
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Len telolved to hide the moſt alarm: l 
E 2 „ | 


ing part ahi my intelligence, s, | | 
ay, ſhe was not better. 


3 0 Wy \ſappote-my et es benay d 
more than I intended, for Sophia, 
weak as ſhe was, running, or rather 
flying, to meet me, no ſooner” look d 
in my face, than, with a voice and 
alt (the recollection of Which even 
nd xerrifies me) ſhe franticly ſcreech'd 
but — She's gone! — ſhe's dead! — 
Oh my cruel mother! Jou die = vou 
ED die withgut en eren d 1105 
+; EEE ds Def oh. „ * 94+ 
How ſhall Ldeſeribe my' 3 * 
my aſtoniſument?— 1 caught her; 
_ diffracted as ſhe was, in my arms, 
and enerted all myiſtrengtih to fup- 5 
port her, ag ſhe ſcem'd panting for 
„ oath 41 Rs not what: arr "Ivy 1 


ä Randal : was not t head} Which led to 
ſuch a ſcene as my memory never 
never can loſe ſight of. Again I ſee 
; ee, my feet A feel her engerly 


ane ee eee 1 {eek OY bg» . 
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ſom wet witty her” ſtreaming 
as kneeling by the dear diſtractàd 
creature 1 ea h her ſinking head 


£m 1 


Res . 


upon my ſhoulder. Theſe were the 
effects of her firſt tranſports, When 
ſhe recollected on a diſcover hurried 


from- her by che violence o , 
9 ſorrow. A Y) 


# A 3 
12 IIS $74 1 SEEK 1 IS rig” 


All. my ee y efforts pod 


abortive, as ſhe was inſenſible tomy 
foothings: — even When ſhe frantiely = 
beſought my filence, in the diſtteſfing 


manner I have deſcribed, ſhe Was 
inattentive to the aſſuranees 1 2 | 


not- to let her ſecret paſs my lips; = - of iT 
 nor:ffiould it ever even to you, LM a 
Anne, had not death 'removid the: ons - 


ly perfonwhonyitwould have affected! 


3 _ ſnarhe: — that one cannot fle 


Ter from a diſcovery; nor is i 


any left behind her who it can poll 
dia re on the contraty; it'muſt 


reflect honeur on Sophia, and 5 


2 ern ects ha ab very pleaſing 


opinion 
£ that” —— 11 dome 
I E 3 ws 


8 . 


7 1 


vhoſe fidelity i is not more the objed 
| ere e than admiration. 


of 1 a {parks with ie e 
of 1 cold unſuſceptible 
aſhes, yet I ſtart with horror when 1 
conſider the kind of fear by which 

Miſs Dighton was agitated, when the 
ſecret of her birth unpremeditatedly | 
efcaped her. — Would you believe it, 
madam, the ſhock proceeded from 
apprehenſion, from. dread of her mo» 
; ther's unextinguiſhable fury, ſhould ſhe 
ever ſuſpect her having inform'd any 
ling dwg 80 an oonnection. „ 


| After copeating a bend ds i 
ces not to drop the moſt diſtant hint, 
by which this unnatural parent ſnould 
ſuppoſe her ſecret divulged, Sophia 
held out her trembling hand, and ſaid, 

with a deep ſigh, whilſt I preſt i it be- 
twꝛeen both mine, I am yet ſafe! — 

Tou will not betray me? — Lead me, 
madam — lead the unhappy daughter 
of Lady Randal to her expiring pa- 
rent! — - You aſſure me. ſhe is not 
* dende 
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miſe, and ſuffer'd me to aſſiſt her Kos | 
w ber neee, 1 


us 79: 3 
dead let me go to her let me! 


_ kiwel to implore her _— jet 


mei go before, it: is late! Fa 
I hardly kgew what reply to malte; 
1 fek he blood forſake' my face, 


yet ubwilling to augment her 3 


I }did not ſay how very ill her IL 
ſhip! was, only. ſaid that Lol, | 


retry: with her whenever ſhe pleaſed: 
_ — that I would go to her mother's: 


apartment, and having a little pre- 
par d her for the interview, bring; | 


them immediately together: 50 


She ſeem d ſatisfied with this pro-- 


 Whil® Tar with her, precendigd . : 
Eady Randal was fallen aſleep, H 


addreſs'd:me in this manner: — The; © 
late ſtrange- behaviour, my compaſs. 

ſionate friend, to which you have 

* A witneſs, muſt excite youht 

ty; — I would ſatisfy it, but 

= ſtrength is too much gone — me 


wm too much flutter'd;, — conde- 
a ſcend 
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: +6 eceivo-itofrom! roy faithful 
Hana) is tiarqusinted wil 
every dance er ae ke abe 
ſhall'conceal'nothing/ fm 0. aa. 
len e c oed, 5 
Here, my: dear: Lady e deat 
obliged to dropꝰ myoflatrative; il] | 
70 down 3200 veceife the vifg of a i 
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8 W. my denk end, EW a 
' ſcene A laft adieu —Tet ſhe 
is fot dead, I muſt try to recover 
et have tried —the taſk was 


van. I muſt e ditreſſed, af. 
| lifted as F am. 
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Lever, ein his lat Waden M 
E confeſs yet I always thought it. 
—Her heart breaks yes, Lady 5 
her valuable heart is breaking. 
Need Jexplain for whom? — Need 'z 
zounce the hated name of Love- 
dale? --- Surely heaven, after it has 
taken to its boſom the ſpotleſs vic- 
tim, furely it will not let Mo. mur- 
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ned the bed, ber 
ben ſeabed rather better than 
when I left her; but Death had laid 
his disfiguring hand upon her face, 
and, in glaring characters, ſcrawled - 
* — name on FO feature. 
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Her bead dr on is boli | 
of her Hannah, but ſeeing me, ſhe 
lifted it on the pillows, defired to be 
raiſed on the bed, and requeſted 
every body, except myſelf and her 
dear mother (as ſhe always catled#her 
N would Ree” te rooms e 
Theſe rs? were obeyed ig) X 
with the fatigue of being! ſupported 
in her bed, ſne was quite faint, and 
breathleſs. —1 ſunk down on my 
lenees by her ſide -I held hartſhnerrn 
to her noſe, and trembled with 8 
prehenſion, fancying I ſaw, at that 
moment, her pure foul taking flight T 
to its eternal e 246 {0 4 
85 AWN was the det wt” 
her immediate diſſolution e 
upon me, that when ſhe ſpoke — 
when ſhe laid her icy hand on mine, 
I thought it almoſt a reſurrection I 
ſtarted —I felt a gleam of hope, aa 
though the ſound of her voice could | 
un 8 2 the DT force: of ther. 
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der, for as. alas! there is no 
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Pra, creature) you muſt not be too 
much afflicted. — God Almighty. is 
very merciful— he lends me to you - 
yet a few moments — he ſuffers my 


foul ill to linger in its dark abode— . 


Jam permitted to ſpeak to you once 
again — to comfort you — to intreat 
vou, that my dear good God may 
not receive me from your arms, to- 


thoſe of his bleſſed mercy, thus re- 


"_ ns aneh will unite us.“ 
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be laſt. words q quiv 
" and again ſhe Faifted —Whilſt 


- Þavrite, tears drop faſt on my paper. 
— What generous concern would it 


ſpare my dear Lady Anne, could: 


they waſh away thoſe chatacters t : 
Will otherwiſe: e her a rer 
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leaſt I am ſure. it was; the caſe wa 
me in that dreadful-ſcene I have juſt - 
piüaſſed. Nd anguiſh could be great- 

er than mine, Shit I ſaw Sophia 
breathe; whilſt I heard her ſpeak; but 
when,” a: moment after, I beheld. her 
head fall back her eyes arial 
breath fled—her voice ſtopped—what 
I then felt could ſcarce be called Kev 


= ne would rather —_ it the | 
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by „ Pede this. ene gt, which 
T laſted. near twenty. minutes, I ſhall 
draw the cuttain of ſilence; yet do 
not think, my friend, your ra- 
thetic tryals are all over; no, t 
muſt, again be renewed, when I de- 
ſeribe a ſcene the moſt heart melting 
[ ever witneſſed, — If your heart 
ſhould ſhtink if you fear to be a 
ſpectator, turn away your eyes fol · 
low it no further — let not your cars 
be An to the words of Sophia. 
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emotions of your hearts have been!“ 
| Then' throwing her livid arms about * 
_ our. necks, ng we. ſupported her bes. 
tween us, * itell me now, and tell 
me fincerely; how long I have lain 
inſenſidler and ſhe ſmiled upon us 
with ſuch an gelic: ſerenity as made 
me fancy I already ſaw the beams of 
glory 1 on her countenance. 


. . My deareſt: dens; creatiire- (or! 1 
os her poor Hannah could not cem 
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de have -ſuffer'd. you to fatigue 
yourſelf, by attempting to change 
your poſture: you have been faint, 
Raves ua Sach nk fit is now over. 
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0 FOO ſhall know why I am ſo 
inguilines (till ſweetly ſmiling, her 
voice leſs. low and fremorous than it 
had been ſome hours before.) -A 
good God, who is kindly Cn 
me towards himſelf, tenderly com- 
paſſionates the regret with which you, 
my deareſt friends, reſign me to him. 
—You ſay I have lain inſenſible ten 
minutes. Theſe ſhort :abſences are 
Kindly ſent to wean me, by degrees, 
from you. Reflect when you ſaw me 


laſt without life, without motion - 


Hs with yourſelves I was then 
really dead, and ſuppoſe at this time 
it is my ſpirit only that is ermitteck 
do return, to ſooth, to comfort you 
to aſſure you Lam going where I hall 
meet the glorious wad of a 2 Ny 
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5 early in the day, without a W to. 
_ purſue: a dreary Joutney, which never 
ſhewed one pleaſing, one inviting 

_ proſpect,” but ſuch as was obſcured 
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bepe they will, ſome time he 
ect. b her early 
death without that violent concern! 
ſeel at preſent, though the -occalions 

of it will always fill me with: horror. 
We fatal inſtruments] a mother's 
cruelty E a lover's infidelity bro}; ; | 


- vens!: mother, lover, did I ſay? 
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= _ "worthy her attention—l told her his 

- # - ma pre aa Stanley was one he 
had aſſumed, and concealed nothing 
8 her but the affair of Lucy, 
vhich, I did, leſt ſhe might reproach 
herſelf. from being, though inno- 
cently, the cauſe of drawing his af- 
e from that n. n 


„ Fenn the deep concern 7 
TD 3J ſaw irfiprinted on her - countenance | 
at the time this converfation happen- 
E Ss yet her tongue was ſilent; never 
till our laſt interview. could ſhe bring 
it toꝰ that confeſſion, which, with a 
view to wy gore ſhe, em in dhele | 
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duities to the friend I dearly love 
have alarmed me. — know his inſi- 
nuations —I am too well experienc d 
in his art of pleaſing. To you Iwill 
ſacrifice my pride. Fly from his in- 
005 ious addreſſes, leſt another ſhould 
| we 
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ject that will remind me of my we 
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theſe words, ſo very piercing that I 
could not ſtand it longer kiſs d her 
hand, 1 hathed it with _ tears, and 
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Have ſent to Sir liam Love- 
dale-I every moment expect him 
e promiſes to be punctual. Nothing = ; 
TRE his 'preſence can now ue we. 
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Mp, have: paſſed: the night without oy 
leep —< At the dawning of 0 
morn, about that mongrel hour 
which, gotten betwixt night and day, _ 
is half an Ethiop and haif „ 
left my bed : — M that unſeaſonable _ 
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hour I leſt it to prepare for the re- 
* Sir Wüfam. = 3 0 | 5 
„ou that receired my \ Grſt ory. | 


receive my lateſt groan hole ma- 
e arms which were then 2 8 
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eart fill feeds upon e 

are food for my famiſh d vt g ance 
my eyes are feaſted — my revenge 
ſatiated with beholding — for any 
other man I ſhould haye felt eom· 
paſſion —— to compaſſi 
would have been an inj ury, an 
to the aſhes, 
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| that I ſcarce know, when and "hn _ 
to begin. 4 | i 
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| Fein heart as I proceeded to te 
room, where I had ordered Sir Wil- | 

" ham to be conducted — I went only 
do the door — I could go no further 
I returned to my chamber --- fell 
upon my knees, implored heaven 

that I make paſs the trying ſcene. 
with fortitude, | and found myſelf 
reaſſured. _ 


1 ſtrove to forget that I was go going 

to receiye the murtherer of Sophia 

and, making another effort, enter d 

ta him with all the cafe and uncon- 
dern I could poſiibly aſſume. ET 


He accoſted me with that FO 
br air of tenderneſs, ſo fatal to 
the peace, to the life of my friend, 
and, not knowing the life I had fuſs : 
tained (for L had e the death of 
| Sophia to be concealed till this in- 

_ terview. was — he expreſſed; him; 
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„ far with great eloquence, on the hos. 


nour conferred upon him by my 
5 and politely ſaid, he waited 
only to know my commands, before. 
WP flew to execute them. 
e ſummon d up all my Te- 
| ſolation, I reſolved to ſpeak, but firſt 
threw my averted eyes on the ground 
to avoid meeting his, at leaſt, till * 
could ſee them ſtarting with, horror ” 
at preſent 
they were full of inſinuating ſoftneſs, 
for that reaſon, in my ſight, more 
dreadful than the deadly bali. | | 


Tou att pardon, Sir r William, 


aid I, with greater firmneſs of voice 
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than ever I expected to be miſtreſs of 


on this occaſion, the liberty I have 
taken in deſiring your company, at a 
time when my mind is under the ut 
moſt * 3 bs 


ger God's fake; 7 f mal | 

Mit: why apologize for conferring 
a favour on the man who, I ſeriouſſy 
proteſt, it is only in your power to 
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- 3 has nis tenth! ſhuddered lt 
LR of -Sophia's laſt cold preſ- 
ſure, when the warn'd me againſt 
his arts - I trembled from head to 

foot, and drew away my hand with 

ſuch eagerneſs as muſt have ſnewn 

my averſion, had he not been blind- 
ed MN that kind of Perſonal vanity 
which ſcarce any mortifieation can 

penetrate, Ms” 
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I have . vail on \ (continu- 
ed D Sir William, to engage your 
preſence by a motive of reſentment: 
<= a juſt indignation is the incentive 
by which I am puſhed on to vith and 
intreat your company. 


Re How: highly am I diſtinguiſhed, 
e, — Can you doubt of my 
beſt alliſtance?---By heaven, I would 
tab my heart to conyince you of its 
2 kincerity 1925 . | | | 
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